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Systemic treatment of advanced EC
Limited role of anti-EGFR mAb

1. Lorenzen S, et al. Ann Oncol 2009;20:1667-1673.

Progression-free survival Overall survival

PFS (p = 0.21)
• CET-CF: 5.9 m
• CF: 3.6 m

OS (p = 0.32)
• CET-CF: 9.5 m
• CF: 5.5 m
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Variable CM-648 CM-648 KN-590# RATIONALE-
306

ESCORT-1st ORIENT-15 SKYSCRAPER-
08

Overall population

Sample size 970 970 548 649 596 659 461

Chemo CDDP + 5-FU None CDDP + 5-FU CDDP/l-OHP + 
5-FU/CAP/PTX

CDDP + PTX CDDP + PTX CDDP + PTX

Inv. drug Nivolumab Nivo + Ipi Pembrolizumab Tislelizumabe Camrelizumab Sintilimab Tira + Atezo

ORR, % 47.0 vs. 27.0 28.0 vs. 27.0 43.8 vs. 31.0 63.0 vs. 42.0 72.1vs. 62.1 66.0 vs. 45.0 59.7 vs. 45.5

PFS, 
HR(95%CI)

0.81 (0.64 – 1.04) 1.26 (1.04 – 1.52) 0.65 (0.54 – 0.78) 0.62 (0.52 – 0.75) 0.56 (0.46 – 0.68) 0.56 (0.46 – 0.68) 0.56 (0.45 – 0.70)

OS, 
HR(95%CI)

0.74 (0.58 – 0.96) 0.78 (0.62 – 0.98) 0.72 (0.60 – 0.88) 0.66 (0.54 – 0.80) 0.70 (0.56 – 0.88) 0.63 (0.51 – 0.78) 0.70 (0.55 – 0.88)

Biomarker subgroup population (PD-L1 CPS)

Threshold 1$ 1$ 10 10& 1$ 10 10&

ORR, % 53.0 vs. 20.0 35.0 vs. 20.0 51.1 vs. 28.0 73.0 vs. 40.0 74.1 vs. 65.6 68.0 vs. 49.0

PFS, 
HR(95%CI)

0.65 (0.46 – 0.92) 1.02 (0.73 – 1.43) 0.53 (0.40 – 0.68) 0.50 (0.37 – 0.69) 0.51 (0.39 – 0.67) 0.58 (0.45 – 0.75) 0.50 (0.35 – 0.70)

OS, 
HR(95%CI)

0.54 (0.37 – 0.80) 0.64 (0.46 – 0.90) 0.57 (0.43 – 0.75) 0.62 (0.44 – 0.87) 0.59 (0.43 – 0.80) 0.64 (0.48 – 0.85) 0.70 (0.49 – 1.01)

# Includes only the subgroup of patients with squamous cell carcinoma.
$ TPS (CM-648: 28-8; ESCORT-1st: 6E8).
& TAP (SP263).
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Outcome CT + Nivolumab CT + Pembrolizumabe Nivolumab + Ipilimumab

Overall response rate, % 47.0 (All comers)
53.0 (TPS ≥ 1)

43.8 (All comers)
51.1 (CPS ≥ 10)

28.0 (All comers)
35.0 (TPS ≥ 1)

Duration of response, m 8.2 (All comers)
8.4 (TPS ≥ 1)

9.1 (All comers)
10.4 (CPS ≥ 10)

11.1 (All comers)
11.8 (TPS ≥ 1)
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• Criteria
• Need for symptomatic relief 

• Favors CT + anti-PD-1

• Predictors delayed benefit from Nivolumab + Ipilimumab 
• Age < 65, de novo metastatic disease, baseline NLR < 4, baseline disease burden ≥ Q3, 

liver metastasis, alcohol use
• Favors CT + anti-PD-1 

• Local progression (shortly) after definitive chemoradiation
• Favors CT + anti-PD-1?
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Systemic treatment of advanced EC
Chemotherapy backbone with ICI

Increased frequency in the Asian population
- Mutated TP53
- Mutated NFE2L2
- Mutated EP300

There seem to be differences in the molecular background of ESCC between the East and the West 

1. Deng J, et al. Nat Commun 2017;8(1):1533.
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1. Li X, et al. Transl Cancer Res 2019;8(4):1074-85.

Retrospective data
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Phase II RCT
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